
18. St Patrick’s Catholic Church 1869 designed by 
prominent Bathurst architect, Edward Gell. The 
first priests travelled on horseback and held mass 
in private homes. The first parish priest, Father 
Davern, lived in a rented cottage, until the 
presbytery was built in 1878. 

19. Catholic Presbytery c1878. 
20. Wesleyan / Methodist Manse 1872. 
21. Former Wesleyan Chapel 1858, the earliest 

remaining church in Rockley, it is built of stone 
rubble with stone quoins and triangular arched 
windows. 

22. ‘Ghiselhurst’ aka Chiselhurst 1880 built by W.A. 
Steel II as his Rockley residence. 

23. Former Anglican rectory 1879. 
24. St. Peter’s Anglican Church 1867, designed by 

Edward Gell. Built of local hand made bricks, with 
cedar and other soft woods which were hauled 
from Mount Victoria Railhead. W.A. Steel donated 
the Bell, Rev. G.A. Innes, the cedar Pulpit, now 
removed and sold by Rev. Paul Woodhart and Mr. 
Thomas Hackney donated the Font.  The first 
Rector of Rockley was Rev. T.B. Boyce. 

25. ‘Corunna’ c1860. An early residence. 
26. School of Arts Hall 1890, the first architectural 

commission of John Job Copeman of Bathurst.  
The front porch was added in the 1950s with a hut 
placed above this to facilitate the screening of 
films by the ‘Travelling Picture Show Man’. 

27. Rockley Public School 1878. Small brick building 
still existing.  

28. ‘Northolme’ constructed in two sections, the 
earliest in 1835, was built by Richard Aldred and a 
Victorian addition was built in c1875. 

29. Jumpers Flat Cemetery (Rockley) accessed via an 
unsealed road off Triangle Flat Road, (signposted 
approx. 5 km from Rockley), has headstones 
dating from 1864, with at least 260 burial sites 
recorded. The cemetery is still in use today. 
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Earliest known inhabitants of the area were the 
Wiradyuri people. The European history of Rockley 

began when the area was first explored by Surveyor 
Evans, who camped nearby in 1813. 

 

The present location of the village of Rockley was 
originally part of the Government stock reserve, 
although a land grant was made in the area to 

William Lawson in 1818. In 1829 a grant of 1920 
acres on the west bank of Campbell’s River was 

made to Captain Watson Augustus Steel of the 34th 
Regiment by Governor Darling. Captain Steel 

named his grant Rockley after his birthplace in 
Wiltshire, England.  

 

In 1850 Steel and other landholders requested that 
the area set aside in 1833 be surveyed into 
allotments so they could be purchased by 

tradesmen to service the local districts. The village 
of Rockley was gazetted on  

22 July 1851. 
 

In 1847 copper was discovered in the region, 
followed by gold in 1851. Between 1853 - 1860 

approx. 2-3,000 gold workers, including Chinese, 
worked the Isabella, Abercrombie and Campbell’s 
Rivers and Rockley grew to service this population. 

 

Rockley has been a thriving community, and at one 
stage supported several hotels, two general 

merchants, a barber, butcher, baker and 
blacksmith, as well as a billiard hall and fruit stores. 

Apart from pastoral pursuits, employment was 
provided by gold mining, Summer Hill Copper mine, 

Stanger’s Flour Mill, two marble factories and in 
1916, a Rabbit Freezing Works. 

The Village of Rockley is listed by the National 

Trust of Australia (NSW) as an Historic Village with 

many buildings of national significance. 
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BUILDINGS OF INTEREST 
 

1. Buddens this site was first occupied about c1858 
by Mr. Arthur Budden who built a timber slab 
building as General Store. In 1872 he demolished 
part of the single story building and built this two 
storey brick residence as a General Store and 
residence, which included a branch of the AJS 
Bank. In 1882 the Bank bought the building from 
Mr. Budden, to be operated solely as a bank with 
Budden as the first Bank Manager. Now Buddens 
B&B and Rockley Bank Tearooms. 

2. The Stables and Coachhouse c1874 built to 
accommodate the coaches from Burraga to 
Bathurst. The round marble garden pavilion 
located at top of the block was built about 1858.  

3. Stanger’s Flour Mill 1862, now Rockley Mill and 
Stables Museum. The mill was powered by a 
steam engine. The chimney was demolished in 
1926. 

4. W.H. Stevens’ General Store later, Gentle’s General 
Store, built in the early 1900s. 

5. Stevens’ Park & Weir 1932 was instigated by Mr 
Stevens, owner of the general store. During the 
depression the construction of the weir provided 
relief work for many men. Stevens laid water from 
the creek to the park and planted the trees. The park 
is named after him. 

6. Pioneer Memorial Wall, Clock & War Memorial   
The Memorial Wall was erected by the Rockley Lions 
Club and officially dedicated on 7 April 1996. The 
clock, originally in the Abercrombie Shire Council 
Chambers, is in memory of Lieut-Colonel McIntosh, 
Shire President from 1906-1915. 

7. ‘Braeside’ c1865, an important part of the Rockley 
streetscape, was burnt down in the 2000s and is 
awaiting restoration. 

8. Shops a row of three to five shops adjacent to the 
hotel, originally included a lolly shop, a barber’s shop 
and a small grocery store. 

9. Club House Hotel 1872, built by William Brownlow, 
the only survivor of the three hotels listed in 
Rockley in 1886. 

10. First National School opened 1862. The first 
teacher being Mr. Henry Schwartzkoff. 

11. Former Cullen’s General Store and separate bakery 
1934. 

12. Cottage original four roomed Flemish bond brick 
construction with twelve paned original windows 
and shingle roof remaining in situ c1875.  

13. Doctor’s Residence 1868, now ‘Eldan’ built for Dr 
O’Brien, originally four rooms, with hipped roof, 
symmetrical chimneys and verandahs on two sides. 

14. Police Station 1867 consisting of two cells, stable 
and court room originally manned by one senior 
constable, four mounted constables and two 
constables on foot. Together with the Trunkey 
Creek Police, they patrolled an area of 630 square 
miles (1632 square km) 

15. Former Post Office and Residence 1879. In Rockley 
a sub-post office opened 1 January 1851, and was 
operated from private premises, including one of 
the hotels. A telegraph line was completed in 1879 
and the telegraph and post office were 
amalgamated in these premises in 1879. A branch 
of the Government Savings Bank opened in 1880 
and in 1914 a telephone exchange was established 
at Rockley Post Office. The post office closed in 
1993. 

16. Former Abercrombie Shire Council Chambers 
1912, built of marble mined in Rockley. The 
building was the Shire Council Chambers until the 
Shire moved to Perthville in 1946. It was sold for 
private use in1959. Mr. Ben Chifley was elected to 
Abercrombie Shire Council in 1933 and was the 
Shire President 1937-1940. He was the Prime 
Minister of Australia 1945-1949.  

17. ‘Calais Villa’ 1880 is a fine example of late Victorian 
style housing. Built by William Brownlow, it is 
named after his wife’s birthplace in Calais, France.  
Emma’s name can be seen on a foundation stone of 
the School of Arts Hall. 


