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INTRODUCTION

Dan Cove

In December 1989 a delegation from the town of Ohkuma in Fukushima Prefecture arrived
in Australia looking for a suitable regional city with which to form a partnership. Bathurst
was selected and a group arrived the following year under the newly named “Ohkuma
Wings Towards the 21st Century” project. On 25 March 1991 the Sister City Agreement
was signed by Mayors Ann Ashwood and Shuro Shiga, formalising the relationship between
the two cities.

Since 1991, this relationship has become deeper and closer. Many delegations and a large
number of students have travelled and participated in an enriching cultural exchange and
the Ohkuma Japanese Garden was completed in Bathurst in March 1998, built under the
direction of Mr Hideaki Matsumoto.

The Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011 brought enormous damage to Ohkuma
and the subsequent radiation from the damaged Fukushima nuclear power station caused
the evacuation of the town. These events were the cause of much sadness to the citizens
of Bathurst, and their thoughts were with their Sister City in this terrible time.

The ‘Ohkuma Wings of Hope’ tours resumed in 2012 and have continued, including in
Bathurst’s bicentenary year of 2015 when the Sister City Agreement was resigned by
Mayors Gary Rush and Toshitsuna Watanabe.

2021 brings two milestones, the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake,
commemorated by a tree planting at the Ohkuma Japanese Garden in Bathurst, and by
the signing of a renewed Sister City Relationship by Mayors Bobby Bourke and Jun Yoshida
and the planting of a cherry blossom tree in the new park in Ohkuma.

Bathurst is proud of the significance of its ongoing ties with Ohkuma and of the Sister City
relationship, and it is hoped that this positive and meaningful engagement will continue
to grow and to enrich both communities.
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BATHURST « OHKUMA SISTER CITY 30 YEARS
Fudeko Reekie

In 2018 | published a book, “Bathurst « Ohkuma Sister City Relationship”, supported by
Bathurst Regional Council. It was 154 pages long, and was written in both English and
Japanese. The book includes the history of the Sister City Relationship, memoirs and many
photos of our long and fruitful relationship.

In March 1990, the first ‘Ohkuma Wings Towards the 21st Century’ group visited Bathurst.
Since then, this group has visited Bathurst 12 times and in February 2001, it brought the
then Ohkuma Mayor, Mr Shuro Shiga, who was the first Ohkuma Mayor of this relationship,
to celebrate the 10th anniversary of our Sister City Relationship. From July 2001, Ohkuma
Town Council changed the name of the group to ‘Ohkuma Wings of Hope’. This group
continued until July 2018 with 16 visits in total. Bathurst city also sent a number of
groups to Ohkuma including groups from Bathurst High School, All Saints’ College and St
Stanislaus’ College.

The Sister City Relationship book has detailed information on who the group leader and
the adult members were and the number of participating students. In addition to the
group visits, both Ohkuma and Bathurst had short and long term exchange students. As
the friendship deepened, private visits happened frequently. Since 1991 Bathurst has
been sending English assistant teachers to Ohkuma. This programme still continues. These
assistant teachers usually stay for a year or two; one teacher stayed nine years! Those
exchanges and visits not only broaden the horizon of young people but also serve as
“lessons for life”; some have encountered life-changing experiences. | have witnessed
how their humanity has developed through these experiences. In fact, | feel my life has
become richer by being involved with our Sister City.

| have been engaged in this project ever since an Ohkuma delegation first visited Bathurst
32 years ago. One of the key members of the delegation was Mr Nobuo Horikawa. In his
memoir he said that it all started when he was the Head of the International Jurisdiction
(planning section at Ohkuma Town Council). When | met him at All Saints’ College, he
asked me: “Is there no danger for girl students during a homestay?” He said that he
would never forget the way | reprimanded him by saying, “This is not such an uncivilised
country!” He also said: “The encounter with Mrs Fudeko Reekie was a fateful one.
Without it, the Sister City Relationship might never have gotten off the ground.” | feel
really humbled by his words.

There were many happenings during those 32 years - mostly happy, but there were some
sad occasions also. Eleven important people have passed away.

I will list the main events of our relationship in chronological order.
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December 1989: The first delegation from Ohkuma led by Mr Nobuo Harikawa came to
Australia and chose Bathurst as ‘a good place’ to send their citizens.

February 1990: Four representatives from Bathurst (Mr & Mrs Nevile Barlow, Athol
Rosengreen, Fudeko Reekie) visited Ohkuma, and the arrangements for two-way exchanges
were finalised.

March 1990: The first ‘Ohkuma Wings Towards the 21st Century’ group with 250 people
including students, adults, officials and tour escorts, led by Mayor Shuro Shiga, visited
Bathurst.

25th March 1991: The Sister City Agreement was signed by Bathurst Mayor Ann Ashwood
and Ohkuma Mayor Shuro Shiga.

25th March 1998: On a bank of the Macquarie River, the Ohkuma Japanese Garden was
completed. Ohkuma Town Council generously donated the funds for the materials and
gardening work. Mr Hideaki Matsumoto, a gardener, and Mr Jun Yanagita, from the Town
Office, were sent to Bathurst to build the garden.

February 2001: The 10th anniversary Sister City celebrations were held in February in
Bathurst and in May in Ohkuma.

July 2001: The first “Wings of Hope’ group visited Bathurst.
April 2004: An ‘Azumaya’ (seats with a roof) was built near the Japanese Garden.

11th March 2011: The Tohoku Earthquake and subsequent tsunami caused enormous
damage, resulting in many thousands of deaths and injuries. As a result of this tsunami, the
nuclear power plant near the border of Ohkuma and Ono was severely damaged. Radiation
from the damaged power plant led to the entire town of Ohkuma being evacuated for an
indefinite period. Mayor Toshitsuna Watanabe and his team have been working very hard
to rebuild Ohkuma Town.

August 2012: The ‘Ohkuma Wings of Hope’ tour to Bathurst restarted.
April 2014: A Bathurst delegation visited the Ohkuma people in Aizuwakamatsu.

May 2015: An Ohkuma delegation visited Bathurst for our ‘Bathurst 200°. As well, our 25
years Sister City celebration took place, where there was a re-signing of the Sister City
Relationship Treaty by Ohkuma Mayor Toshitsuna Watanabe and Bathurst Mayor Gary Rush.

November 2018: A Bathurst delegation to Ohkuma, led by Mayor Graeme Hanger, inspected
the new Town Office under construction and was shown the model for the new town.

May 2019: Opening of the new Town Office and the new Town House.
April 2020: Opening of the new Group Homes (old peoples’ home).
2021: Opening of the Medical Clinic and the Business Centre.
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11th March 2021: Tree planting ceremony at the Ohkuma Japanese Garden in Bathurst to
commemorate the 30th year of the Sister City Friendship between Bathurst and Ohkuma,
and the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake.

25th March 2021: A 30th anniversary celebration of our Sister City Relationship. There
was a re-signing of the Treaty by Ohkuma Mayor Jun Yoshida and Bathurst Mayor Bobby
Bourke. There was also the planting of a new variety of cherry blossom tree, ‘Haruka’, in
the new park in Ohkuma. (The celebration was carried out online because of the COVID-19
pandemic).

Thus, Ohkuma is working tirelessly towards rebuilding their New Town in Ogawara area.
This is the result of consistent efforts by Mayor Watanabe and his team. | remember
seeing the motto on Mayor Watanabe’s office; “Thought becomes Dream. Hope becomes
Town.” | understand the suffering of the people of Ohkuma and am very happy to see
that the people of Ohkuma are well on their way with their ‘Wings of Hope’. | believe that
the people of Ohkuma possess the spirit of rising after a fall like ‘Okiagari-koboshi’ and
keep looking ahead and progressing forward. Together with the people of Bathurst, | pray
for a very bright future for Ohkuma and hope that the relationship will continue to grow
stronger and deeper in the generations to follow. | am grateful to Ohkuma and Bathurst
for giving me the opportunity to be involved in this wonderful Sister City Relationship.

25th March 2021
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Mayor of Bathurst, Bobby Bourke

As Mayor of Bathurst | am proud to see our relationship with Ohkuma city having reached
30 years and still continuing to grow.

It is a very important time to keep our cultural and commercial ties strong in what has
been a difficult period.

I will always cherish all the memories | have from when the kind people from Ohkuma
visited Bathurst and hope for them to return one day so we can celebrate such a special
occasion in person.

Councillor Graeme Hanger

Hello the people of Ohkuma Town. Here in Bathurst we are all thinking of you and hope life
is back to normal. | will always treasure my memories from my trip to Japan in 2014 and |
cannot wait for the next time we can meet again.
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SISTER CITY 30TH ANNIVERSARY

Monica Morse

In November 1995 my husband Michael and | visited Ohkuma for the first time. We had
the pleasure of staying with the Yokota family and making tours of our Sister City which
we have now got to know really well.

Since then we have visited Ohkuma three more times and have stayed with Michiko
Watanabe , with Jun Yanagita’s family and at Mami Muto’s. We first met Jun when he
came to Bathurst to work on our Japanese garden with Hideaki Matsumoto. He worked
very hard and became sunburnt in the hot March sun of Bathurst. The Japanese garden,
which was built with a generous donation from Ohkuma, is flourishing and is a favourite
place for picnics and wedding photographs. All the trees that have been planted during
visits from Ohkuma have grown and prospered.

Michael and | have been honoured to welcome visitors from Ohkuma to our farming
property outside Bathurst. We have happy memories of our guests enjoying the big skies
of Australia.

The town of Ohkuma, Bathurst’s Sister City in Japan, gave Bathurst the funds and expertise

to build a Japanese garden. A professional gardener, Hideaki Matsumoto and an Ohkuma
Council official, Jun Yanagita, came to Bathurst in March 1998 to work with Bathurst
Council employees to build the garden.

During the two weeks of work in the hot late summer sun, lasting friendships were forged.
A year or so after the garden was officially opened, Jun Yanagita brought his new bride
to Bathurst for their honeymoon, staying with Michael and Monica Morse. Fudeko Reekie
remained in contact with Hideaki Matsumoto who visited Bathurst again in 2008.

Hideaki, his wife Sayoki, daughter Akiko and son-in-law Kanji came to see the garden
again and picnicked under the trees with Fudeko. The Mayor Greg Westman and General
Manager David Sherley welcomed the family and presented Hideaki with an album of
pictures taken during the construction of the garden. This was a very special gift for
Hideaki who has lost most of his possessions and photos following the explosion at the
Fukushima Power Station, which was very close to his landscape gardening business.

Hideaki was visibly moved when he was told that Bathurst is very proud of its Japanese
garden and he could see at first hand how the garden had been the first step in the
development of beautiful parkland along the river bank.
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TO OUR FRIENDS IN OHKUMA
Councillor Warren Aubin and Teo Todorova

“After having been a part of the Bathurst Regional Council delegation trip to Okuma in
2016 and meeting Okuma representatives when they have visited Bathurst, we could not
think of a better place to have 30 years of a Sister City Friendship with, especially after
the devastation of the Great East Japan Earthquake. We are looking forward to continuing
the strong friendship we have formed for another 30 years with this great city.”

SISTER CITY WISHES
Barbara Travis

My involvement with the Sister City program followed the opportunity to participate in
the first Mayoral visit to Ohkuma. What a cultural experience it turned out to be! In future
years, from being hosted in Japan to hosting students on exchange in Bathurst, adults
on visits, and accompanying groups for social outings, all has been of utmost pleasure for
me. The Sister City relationship has been able to endure due to the commitment of both
towns in friendship, and the value of cultural exchange being recognised for all residents.

My best wishes to all Ohkuma townsfolk on this milestone being reached and look forward to
when some sense of travel normalcy returns and we may greet each other again, face to face.

CONGRATULATION ON 30 YEARS SISTER CITY
' RELATIONSHIP

Karen Gould

I’ve had the privilege to have worked at the Bathurst Visitors Information Centre preparing
itineraries and home stays for Japanese groups for many years.

- | have great memories seeing the smiles and joy on the students faces after they have
spent time with their Aussie families. | have fond memories sharing meals and stories with
the Ohkuma delegates and showing them around our local region.

| also remember how the Bathurst Community banded together 10 years ago in 2011 to
send parcels and cards of support when the tsunami devastated your beautiful town. There
remains a great sense of community and caring which has been heightened by this tragedy.

Bathurst is lucky to have a sister city relationship with Ohkuma. Congratulations and
best wishes on your 30 years of the sister city relationship, Ohkuma and Bathurst. May it
continue long into the future.
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MESSAGE TO OKUMA
John Biddle

The opportunity to work for Okuma schools in Japan was a once in a lifetime experience.
It was a privilege to represent Bathurst as a teacher, and a privilege to work with the
wonderful educators, board of education and community of Okuma. The greatest honor
was teaching English to the Okuma children. My happiest memories of Japan come from
the classroom with the vibrant, funny, cheeky, and intelligent Okuma kids.

| miss eating lunch with everybody everyday (not tofu), the hilarious performances from
yochien and shogakko during bunkasai (especially the giant turnip). It was moving to see how
the chugakusei had grown into such amazing young people as they performed in the undoukai
and said goodbye at Sotsugyo-shiki. It was an experience | treasure and will not forget. | hope
the Bathurst-Okuma sister city relationship continues to stand the test of time.

DEAR SISTER CITY
Karla McDiarmid

My memories of my visit to your beautiful town, region and country | will treasure forever!

The community, the hospitality, the local business’, schools, the incredible history and
‘ sensational food | will never forget!

The generosity of the people | met and the fun times we all shared | cherish and one day
| hope to return to see you all again.
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OHKUMA RECOLLECTIONS
Brian Dwyer

In 2004 | became a member of staff at Bathurst Regional Council. In 2005 | was given
the role of coordinating the itineraries for the official delegation visits to and from the
township of Ohkuma, the Council’s Sister City.

Initially | knew very little of Japan’s people or culture, however, | soon realised that
the people of Japan and specifically Ohkuma were very friendly and caring people who
were very passionate about their town and their culture. During the last 15 or so years
| have coordinated trips both for Bathurst Regional Council delegations to Ohkuma and
visits by the townsfolk of Ohkuma to Bathurst. The visits by Ohkuma people to Bathurst
involved the formality that such events should but they always also engendered feelings
of friendship and enjoyment of the surroundings. | have many happy memories of the
times spent during these visits, including meals in Bathurst homes, trips to restaurants
and the regular trips to Annies Ice Cream Parlour. Despite any language barriers we always
managed to have a lot of laughs and good times.

Bathurst and Ohkuma have shared the good times and some bad times. The tsunami
that took such a great toll on the people of Ohkuma, | believe, strengthened the bonds
between the two cities. It was pleasing to see the response from the people of Bathurst
to fundraising for Ohkuma, which illustrates the value of the Sister City relationship to
both Bathurst and Ohkuma.

In 2018 | was lucky enough to be included in the Bathurst delegation to visit our Ohkuma
friends in Aizuwakamatsu. | experienced the hospitality of the Japanese people and many
Japanese customs. My only regret was that the trip was so short. We were literally treated
like royalty for the entire visit. We were able to visit the former township of Ohkuma and
also the site for the new town. The effect of the tsunami on the people never fully hit
home until we drove into the old township and saw cars parked in the car parks at schools,
libraries and workplaces that were just left wherever they were during the evacuation.
People were evacuated from their homes leaving everything behind. The strength of
character shown by the people of Ohkuma under these circumstances is amazing and is
bearing fruit with the development of the new town and facilities.

The one thing that has shone through in all my interactions with Ohkuma and its people is
the respect they have for their traditions, their country and each other. Most of all though
| will always remember and cherish the people of Ohkuma for the friendship they have
shown to my wife and I.
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